










Important Details of the Lake Protection Zone 
 
LAKESHORE PROTECTION ZONE 

SETBACK FOR PRESERVATION 

The land area which is within twenty (20) horizontal feet of the perimeter of the lake and adjacent 
wetlands when the lake is at the 5 year mean annual high-water elevation. Where a shoreline is 
irregular or erratic or a channel or gorge of a lake juts landward, the lakeshore protection zone shall 
correspondingly follow these irregularities. (Ask Planning and Zoning what the “5 year mean annual 
high-water elevation is…for determining the correct location for  the lake protection zone - 406 751-
8200, 406 751-8210 Compliance Individuals are Jared and Cody) 

SETBACK FOR BUILDING 

When a property abuts Little Bitterroot Lake or any year-round stream, a 50-foot setback, measured 
landward of the average high-water line shall be maintained. (Note: For the purposes of these 
regulations, high water of Little Bitterroot Lake for construction and building setback purposes only 
shall be 3906.48 using for reference a brass cap elevation 3907.50 as found on the east wing wall of 
the outlet gates of the Dam Structure. This cap is maintained by the Engineers of the U.S. Safety of 
Dams Program) 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

SECTION 3.37 LBL LITTLE BITTERROOT LAKE 3.37.010  

Permitted Uses  

1. Agriculture as provided for in M.C.A. 76-2-209.  

2. Class A manufactured home.  

3. Dwelling, single-family.  

4. Home occupation. 

PERMITS 

These regulations are adopted under the authority of the State of Montana, 75-7-207, M.C.A., which 
requires local governing bodies to adopt regulations regarding the issuance or denial of permits for 
work in lakes within their jurisdiction, including land which is within twenty (20) horizontal feet of 

-water 
elevation. 

MEAN ANNUAL HIGH-WATER ELEVATION: The mean average of the highest elevation of a lake in 
high levels caused by erratic or unusual 

weather or hydrologic conditions. A highest elevation caused by operation of a dam or other 
impoundment counts towards the establishment of the mean annual high-water elevation. 

 



PRESERVATION OVERVIEW 

The 

Increased sedimentation in the lake should be minimized to the 
 

Standards  

one horizontal to two vertical (2:1) ratio in order to dissipate wave energy. The face of the slope shall 
be covered with suitable materials to discourage soil erosion and slumping of banks.  

b. The natural protective armament of the lakebed and lakeshore shall be preserved wherever 
possible.  

Trees 

c. Natural vegetation shall be preserved wherever possible. Healthy trees three (3) inches in 
diameter or larger shall be preserved except where approved on a case-by-case basis.  

d. Natural vegetation shall be provided, if required, as a means of stabilizing erosive areas.  

e. The establishment of a new lawn in the lakeshore protection zone is prohibited. Such prohibited 
actions include grass seeding, placement of sod, the routine mowing and maintenance of native 
grasses as a lawn, and the application of fertilizer, pesticide, insecticide, or herbicide.  

Equipment 

f. Mechanized equipment may be allowed in the Lakeshore Protection Zone as part of a permitted 

 

Wetlands 

cleansing functions and the natural nutrient entrapment functions of wetlands. 

Gravel 

The addition of rock to the lakebed and lakeshore protection zone is permissible activity but shall 
be reviewed on a case-by-case basis, subject to the following requirements:  

(1)  

(2) Application of rock is not permitted in the following areas: wetlands and sites subject to strong 
wave action or currents; sites covered predominately by vegetation; or below average low water.  

is prohibited.  



to be determined at the time of on-
.  

 

 

(7) Application of rock shall be permitted one time only to supplement a stable gravel beach. 

permitted upon reapplication and approval by the Board of County Commissioners.  

Construction Permit.  

 

 
contact the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, whose concerns will be incorporated 
into the permit application review process. 

Waterlines 

Waterlines. 1) A water line shall be located no closer than ten (10) feet from either side 
property/riparian line. 2) All waterlines shall be covered or buried for safety and aesthetic purposes 
unless placement is temporary in nature (less than 30 days).That portion of the waterline which is 

ubmersible pumps may incorporate an electrical line 
but all such work and installation shall be done in accordance with the State Uniform Plumbing and 
Electrical Codes. The electrical line shall be installed in conduit for protection and maintenance 
access
applicant shall demonstrate that the necessary water rights as required by the Department of 

 

VIOLATIONS - PENALTY  

A. A person who violates an order issued under these regulations, or who knowingly violates any 
provision(s) of these regulations, commits a misdemeanor, and on conviction may be sentenced to 

($500.00), or both.  

B. In the event that any building or structure is erected, reconstructed, altered, converted, or 
maintained, or any building, structure, or land is used in violation of these regulations, the proper 
legal authorities of the Board of County Commissioners, in addition to other remedies, may 
institute any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent such unlawful erection, maintenance, or 
use, to restrain, correct, or abate such violation, to prevent the occupancy of such building, 
structure or land, or to prevent an illegal act, conduct, business, or use in or about such building, 
structure or land. 
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